
VOLODYMTR KRAVETS

Jan.-Feb. 1966

Biograidhical Data: Volodymyr Oleksiyovych KRAVETS was born May 3, 1930

in the village of Sharino, Uman rayon, Cherkassy Oblast.

Aiti father died when Kr. was still a child. In 1941, when the Ge.:Anans

were advancing Kr. and his sister were evacuated east and spent the

German occupation in Western Kazakhstan. Their mother remained behidd,

saying "I'm old, so I'll stay on the native soil."

Education. :	 Kr. graduated from s.,condary school in Uman. 4e attended

universities in Kharkiv and Kiev, and received the candidate degree

for his thesis On New Ec. Policy. He is now working for his doctorate.

While studyin i. Kharkiv Kr. used the "Red Archive" where he became familbr

with the writings of Skrypnyk, Valuyev, stenographic records of the

CP(b)U • congresses of the 1920s, but he did not see anything out Ahvylovyy.

Currently he is a docent at the Kiev Polytechnical Inatitute, where he

lectures on the histor:i of tae USSR and receives a salary of 3,500 rubles

per year.

Party membership: non-party member, fo,Iner member of Komsomial

Military service: Active duty waived, because of university attendance.

Kr. went through the officer's training at the university and has a rank

of lieutenant in the "political branch".

Publications: Kr. said he has published some things, but did not

indicate where and when. In May, 1959 he took part in the 16th Conference

Of young professors and lecturers in the Kharkiv Aviation Institute, where

he delivered a paper on "The Final and Complete Victory of Socialism in

the USSR."

Trip to the USA: He was on a six-months' visa (September to February)

The trip was subsidized by the UNESCO fellowaUp, whic4 paid him 350-400

dollars a month. He has visited New Yvk, Washington, Los Angeles, San

Francisco, Detroit, Chicago. 	 DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
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Purpose of the trip: Of.icially registered with UHL6U0 to study the

American system of higher education for the purpose oi comparison with

that of the USSR. In conversations explained, somewhat unciearly, that

he is here to study the influence of technology on hi her education.

In one conversation he hinted, perhaps unwittingly, that he is studying

the American "Sovietology". ..om his readings (besides such thinga as

Ian Flemmintls Goldfinger, which he read for personal interest) it is

assumed that he was doing research on the so-called Hideology of anti-

Communism"	 actual,y the way American publications write about

Communism, with a view to defeat its influences in the USA'.

He read such things as the books by Herbert Hoover, Wolf, Pipes, Yeinsod etc.

He visited the ept. of Zaducation, where he could obtain little material

for his ofiicial project, and spent only a half a day there. Then returned

to the Slavic idvision of the Library Of Con,;ress, where "1 have enough

to do for a whole year, and even then I would not be through."

Personal characteristics: Kr. is calm, careful, serious and quiet. Looks

like a typical Soviet man in his upbringing and views. He is a convinced

Marxist and probably an atheiLt, although he was baptized in the church

--"it was grandmother's wish." He is also a convinced "internationalist"

putting everything "Soviet" before "Ukrainian" and seeing the best answer

in the "union of nations". Along with this ;Ir. believes in the Lenin's

nationalit policy, which is now practised in the USSR. But on the whole

he has the "lit ie Rus:iian" outlook l ' prefers to say that the nationality

policy is not his conaern	 "1 am a historian, s udent of the modern

history of the USSR," "I am not an expert in the nationality policyi

besides, that problem is already solved in the USSR."

He did not ask anything about the Ukrainian emigres in the USA, nor

was he interested in meeting new people or talking with the emigres.

Discussions based on SUCHASNIST articles.

Kr. was given SUCHASNIST nos. 1 7 2 7 6,9,10 for 1965. He read the
recommended articles and then dLlcussed them.

On Symonenko: Until reading the poems, said Kr., he knew nothing about
him. He used that statement everal times when something controversial

came up.
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110 titatj hu undeaetanda now o . y the waolo tafair took place: .;sm n,ako wrote in

a peaaimiatic Lone. 14at like ievtuahenku, who balancea hi a peaaimiam with

positive atatementa, and there ia much more that is optimistic in the USSR

than peuaimiutic. In the Poem "Thief" Symonenko clearly calls for a rebellion

aGainat all the kulaosp officials, and that is not the way to do taings.

He is against everyone, for him everythiaa is bad. But on another

occasion, after reading Pasteanak'a alx2E2 Kr. said he did not see ehiSr

it could not be published in the USSR, With small ch nges. He alao said

then, that it waa a mistake not to publish Sym) 'enko, because then all these

"affairs with paasina the manuscripts to the 'est would not have taken place.

When it was suggested that Kr. should go to the Ministry of Culture or the

Writers Union and say there that Symonenko should be published, Kr. replied

that "I am just a small cog, I can't tell them what to co."

About the Odessa affair mentioned in Symonenko's diary, Kr. said he new

exactly how it must have haapened: Symtmenko and frrobably Vinhranovsky

and maybe even Drach and Korotych c we to Odessa for the gelebration of some

event, like the anaivereary of transferrina of ahevchenko's body to the

Ukraine. They decided to hold an evening of poetry, but the local people

knowing tae type of disturbers tut aae, decided to prevent them. These

people wanted to be left alone, so they refused permission for the event.

lire in the Uk6aR • Ac.aa. Libafry: Kr. was taken aback by the clandestine

pampalet about the lire. He dia not queetion its authenticity, but said that
the wrier muaL have been a "determined anti-Soviet" and that he wrote very

"subjectively.' He just would not believe that anyone of the aovernaent r

or party officials would dream up such a taing as the fire. Kr. in.,isi,ed

that the fire was started by a madman Pohruzhalsky, who carried on a personal

feud with the head of the library. But Kr. could hot give any answers to
the accusations in the pamphlet, aayina acalin 'hat he was not too familiar
With the a.aair. de was anary with the Kiev cretins (meanina officials)

for xvtvxviabviaixia their failure to rebut the pampale to taia day.

he said tde idea of tr u ing La hide aensational events Was a carryover

from the "period of the ,,ersonaliLy cult," and cited as a aimilai example

tae land:iliac in Kiev which aeatroaed a number of homea and killed many people.
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Two week later, . mwev"., al ter Kr. probably had a chance to get more

instructions at the aoviet ambaaay, he awake again about the fire, and tai-

time knew many more details. He said Pohruzhulaky burned the books

a floor at a time, and thu-e that woulu not burn, he tore up. When the

firemen arrived, they doused the fire on one floor and left. After a

while, there was unutaer alarm -- fire on another floor, etc. lie said

*kg he had not heard anything about any phospaorus strip, and doubted

that the fire wa 'a planned or inspitted by any official persons.

On Lviv lawyers: He has not heard anytaing and refused to discuss its.

On the Stained glass window in Kiev U. :	 He has heard about it, but

does not know the details. After reaaina about it in SUCHASNIST, he agrees

with the official decision to remove it. The inscription chosen was

not .appropriate. The student a enter the building, and Shevchenko looks at

them, saying "Slaves, I will place my word on guard fo, your' He compared

it to the poaaibility of an,t gea incriation from ahevchenko: "Arise, break your

chains." Surely taat wo,ld haveineve,- been allowed. He does not blame the

artists, because they created as the spirit moved them, but he does blanv! the
Rector of the university, who must have seen it before granting permission
to install it. Kr, aaid he i6 sure the Rector has been reprimanded already.
Kr. feels that the committee headed by Buychenko, secretary of the CC CPU for

propaganda, whom Kr, knows personally, did the right thing in not approving

the window. But he doubta that the thing was shattered and boarded up.

On Lebed'a article: He did not know who Lebed is. Asked whether he is a

relative of the Comuuniat leader by thc same name. It was explained to

him who L. is. Kr. aid he did not like ML's statement that Soviet touriata

are spies and KGB operatives. He said an ideas about changing the present

structure of the ILi6R are do med to failure

On schools for  Ukrainians in UaaR: he read Rakhmanay's article and said

he heard there were some xx Ukr. sCh. is in Kazakhstan, bua he was not

sure about that. Again he said this was not one of his interests.

Oulier SUCH. articles: He liked dolubnyca* article about he Uk.L.uiniun

problem in American ochoola, and also praised Chomiak's article about

Korotych. When it was suaaated ,hat he taku that iLi.iue 01 SUCH. to 4orotych,

Kr. said he probably already has it. He said Maystrenko's histor. of Cilikraine

was interestina, but he did not like the concltaiunaaackaat drawn from the

Lenin-Lapchynsky corre6i,,Aidunce. (



Un ruurl.„_Uar. l uet a de i-	 oL':tA in lieratur , ano ala.enaa readina.

01 paetry, bu doe no knue Lou many of tac poets Faraonaity. he said

the "poet- of the l' . ;aa'a" are an iviporant, group, hc lika Laam but aoca nut

alwaya undeaatand Lama lie mentioned Drach, horotych anu &outenko. Ki. said

they have alvan , theraLur a co d new atart, but he iLV16 that thay won't

laaL long as acacwa ure tiaatened on them. He does not know Dzuba GO well, only

that "he alwaya aas some hin.	 say, alwaya	 laiviychko, on the

otaer hand ia an eneraetic and haa L a poet.

he laughed at the poem "xor6et tac Ukrainian Lanauaau," anel said it was directed

at him, becaaaa he is "a dieaard in ernationaliat."

Ukraine

thirainc'a path to socialism; kr'a reaction Lo araumenta	 Ularaina'a inoependent

poli	 akina vaaiad. t fifat he inaiaeu taat the beat anawer is tie

fiat Ukraiaa woula not be able to go it alane, and woulu not ba reau atjaLee

inturnatioa_lla. de al-, ari!;Au tiiAt Union is • aiJtur u fact aria inuepenuence

-now would be a aLu.. backwaku.	 er liatenini; to man, more a.caum:.nta, aa"

said durina tia.. final meetin_ that "never in my >a years aave I heard

such discussion ana auca arumen.ta."

He also add ha, in hia me tinga wit darainian emiarea he 	 haa Zeeq-ently

aeard W)0. auaaian exidoitation oi Uaaaine. aaia disturbed aim, becaase

he was nuvr aJsre f any auca exploitation aimseli. It was no'c.ed hefe

that -ar. uaed the Lama araum,nta as those used by Mil-dan, editat . of the

News ;1.•m uarai,a. newapaaer. xx _Lida was told to aim, and	 •alat

viilcaan is hi_ -chaol	 iafia. (.;11 tnitaer occasion	 • aald that hL knoaa

ailoaan irtaa -choal, but taat they are no friends.

ariniatry of	 ufj.	 He diu not know way ne onc had beaa apiointed

to fill the vac.nc . at the top. i. tac aua eation that kolossova	 ii at be

the new mini-ter, he jus t lauaaed, made lan . of aer weiata , and aenerall

a .eoac 01 he in Lia.CCUSLiC	 one. fie apok, hi	 of 'ecia .rIth, 	 ae

saiu I eduri ul, c. old ii v b(Al an caeLl ent miniatea, ckild	 m(aitioned

ledan,ua	 It onla ac.mbei . 0i Lhe Ukaaa miaaiin wau toua ae in, .reat in

w en Ile a. ived ia	 ae thou dat ,alama,aaaa ia.aalv( a paomatiun,

bccauac bein a a a	 4Lei . aL rit in a rcpublia ia juat 	 Yau

Ver -ell tab—	 ía a laue,atien.	 he aaiu iwaa important in la2v,

to et Laa mar , . vuuca in he Ua, and I convince tae Watern nations taa,
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Dittlo- between the emi y es and Ukrainians  in Ukraine: Kr. a reed that

ouch LninLe a- an exchange of ortic es, discussion carried o4 in journals

with out.. Lice. 1 .:A'Aiciptin . , would be a good thin;, especially on tup-,.cs of

general iwerest	 drushevsky, i -ranku. lie said he would suc icst it t. tne

6ocit	 for Cultural Ties with U.Kfain an Abroad. He said it was ni01

time to cone face to face with the op:asite arument, and ideuluies. There was

a LiMC W Ideri iL Wa. nec	 heei	 eootrels in thc dcveluiLen ci

tae new ginertion. •ok it 	 n.. longer nece..; ary to continue such controls.

.Lanjual.,;e 	 :ie saw nu proi).,....m in 	 ; Ukrainians

	

convcrsin,:,in Ukr,i.nian. .lie did cite an example	 three of his

vilia,L _rienua ret.rneu	 m -tne aftlo and pr tended tn:..,t tliey Ye.._;ot ILL. 2.fliUfl.

do calleo it L.., le.ck of1-,ri ,.1.0 in ine'[.; nutiondtity. In of.iicial circles

used, he said. But when he :,as told teat it was n..t quite 60,
because his interviewer nae eersunal ,xperience	 visitinL; t'te	 Kr.

taken	 anh did not ski an (-Lin • lie did mention a directive

. announced uL before lie. left for ;Ate 11;.;JI ickatic te the effect that lecturers

shuulu use U4ra1nin in class, and tdose who did not knoe it, shouLt learn it.

He dic no-. see an:tAine ab.)ut i. on eaeer, bd..: said t. it since such directive

was an,touticeei in t.ie 	 i wist	 cole ,rcea hi hlarty :ource::., and

must ironbi:	 to other collees.

As fur okiednie.1 sexi,ol'i in _,).6'31. he said thiat ifthees aren', any, it is because

Uirainian /ivin there uu not demand Lhwi . if they had mane any atte:apLei

lux to 3eL sncn schools, it could .;urel h. y e been kn,wn in Kiev. Here

a6 ain he said tout this wa. not; club Q. his inte.J.est.:, but he

t.luujlit a pub de ohinion poll should be takeh aliong ekrainians living outside

the borhers of tde e.ub1ic to find out, how many are in laver of snch _enools.

Asked about the 196:., conference un Ukrainian lar.wue.,e in Kiev, 	 :;ad

he did not kno nn . lhirr; about it. Evcn afte: he wa,. .;hown the ;.tor' , . ab()ut. it

in Wa-saw's iluhe.1 yo	 .e insisted tnat he knew rio.. iin about it. de

added, tiu,:over,	 it s	 uim thc	 D.	 a(e. da lot
of	 ovinon.; Lo the r:Turt.
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i'ovokin

!.fticherbytukw ,,: "A ueriou, auci wi-e „)c:ro,n.'' de uaid •achrnyLJky wuu
bumpcd	 iu	 J:.,luuhchev ua econowic mt,Lers.

.14e wau uu . oed to 4-ve 6livered a npe ch at a iiieetin of Ue Cl'611
dei(?ndia, ecou. J.ntet.utu oi	 noL	 t U	 cH	 uaid

in	 tc:/	 lainutes 	 Un iLeetin,;- o;: the Ce

anu	 -;:tpe o.rian 6oChei . byt,;ky	 11.:.

6hcherbytuky is a ,ick m n t bu, he diu not u;: . eciij	 uiuchuc.

Pidhorny .  :	 not kno.. ,dti. Only hoard two J1 . 	 J!Jeecae:_; in

helepin	 He 16 no RUB-i. He i y,unv; and enoretic, ant. hi u uevice in
t:le

'u a fo1,"ta..t i	 ;h , r he wa ..; removc.d. o the suFf3estion
tjnat. ivr:/cncnii:o	 00 fal . ,	 • ualu 'taia too G	 have	 feaun.
Ae czjjed Aii rt titic-iikinned and uncultured. de did not know that ivr,caenku
wau t.	 t .	 :Jkraini-n L. b,	 ,f C2Alkraine. AcIn_U thou ht
t.uuior na a16 , , a Ustr,.:inian.

MalLI.Acahk: -ecret,ur: uf Lviv obkoo. Ar. ooeo not :al,	 p0J.-on:	 .
Ac think,	 oi him, anu	 ta_t he i- the only man witn a doctorate
wa0 nr.ic:. a ni;:. 	 ih	 oLaur:; h-v, , no	 to du
, 	 to becomL	 ,uncA

b., a -or, t.):.	 nenuk to : 	 aiter
ri.c(:ivin . 4i-	 und ac thf. re:1,111 Ae dra .(J..; a L nex	 at ai tn-A
iJe ■. 4(;u1d	 nao no been a pruie-sor.	 r. agreed that Mal ncatU holuu
an iiiii;OrtL4r1L uu t , Anue iravuu car.ied ala Li.itiC12 9 	 acto.Jity
a	 bef-r le trin, Kr. rcitiemb?,red tnat 3oycaunki.), of the
ee C.PU	 r	 awarded a 6,oto	 no.;	 docuru

oa hi _h larty pc:r:tu.

 al. Lac enc:wicu oi tac ',,o .L will be
inL;10de- A—unevoky and 1 .,Avylovyy. Asxeu	 the

'Uhure	 Kr. dio not kn	 adodt	 and he aluo
diu nu, jfl,j, Goo.L	 relea,Jed from Lo L.,.
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uo,ovation- og tneL4 Lu

nriAv,te	 rnu ou, cspcci-1.1;i by thc ttchnoio;, emu otht ,.—ct. o„ livin
enjoyuu ntre. Le tta aiae pleased	 ease	 one can u-e thilibraries
hcre • - "ou euter, anL ■.L:tovr 'jou wan i- at ;j ou',	 ILL the

Lc LLd(,,	 c.)Li L. 	 tt fil- out hi-11.;"iiLi0, anU W.. foL perwisaion, and
cvt.n tan eh; C n't	 evcrythih one t.,11t.;.

in Detrof,t he was amazee et .rL';; nr-ducti,n line. to did nt 	 ink
anytnin.	 1.;,at was possible. The service in sic. E.146 Vc6t-1.11‘,Aut., iLipros ed

fav,

the hamber of IL.rainiz)ns who Werk in 	 h XVIRVIIYX

_overnment posL,J. He wua in the state , ,ept. und Llet ,arwariv.

iles„,okc hi	 o. th . U . .raini:;.n- he me in t.:e U. .	 In 1401.) An&oles he
a .c.v;"1-c,,, (ao:	 fork he ..A-t hc	 ,o i,eet

hi,hly	 k.,rtLa Ghowi,n: art.
Zuayt:akos.

Othel .	 i(;5

„T•frv•.t. of .0:11=',1 and ,,niavLk:;. lt :Lce:tleu
nc	 o.i.ci	 ,-iicy in tai- re-pect.

ae	 idt ,t	 t , nin: •f,er •\re ben a	 but he did
not 	 hcti	 th. arrcL;to Loik place in k.scovi or in the provinces.

de said he has read al, 11 voumes oC Hrushevskyls ------
but did not want o

The AtrLiv i=o1 tecunic i l-caued in the f.raier buildin of tae l)opt. of
Lucatien and t “e rect,r's oi ice is the one in whicn kr.inyk Li1iCd hiself.

This waa	 by th ,LcLor.

The	 betwe,i boA i:Lnd	 a 	 oL L.oni_y ta „ Cu :ALA	 t; to bet er

use foi .	o;

•.aiu	 act:	 v;d0	 tne	 in tno tni proper,
the uLnelf ia	 he :wnit. t-1(L	 the la%tc about _ettint;
more travel _rwnta	 U1,:r-inian students.

,
--
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itc.:Kcd obtaht Yu. biloburodko, Kr. aih	 e	 a pi6.

Will he	 able to binL in alL the boAcs he has acquired hcre't He would

try, bt.t he did not hnow fo. c;urc.

KI. di( not wan;, t meet.- AJ-lcnsLy. He saiC he had reaa the lai-er's

article in the	 t e Ltrojd C	 41 •

:China-US	 rift; kr.	 Lite sittatiun is worsening. The Chine,t,,e are

callinG U1 coliaboi.utt.:rs with the 11..;A and i.aperLli t • He heard

Chinese Croaucasts in iiussiau, but not in UlLrainian. liefofe he left

he said he had lead the GC secret letter on th, Chinese situation

and said i- .aade everythinj ver clear..

de saved a lot: of mohey from hi- fellowship by watcainc Ais bud:et and

skim-in. on food.. he .an',;	 tu brin.	 umc soulr:niers to fo4' his reia ives.

• de had ion. lists of "order . " with him, includin6 such toinj,s as but-he fuel for

liOtters, b-11 point pen-, battery shaver, a taiIor-made co.e  i	 aL; wife,

(maue ia Diew lurk). He wa- 1,re-ented ixi-Masoin::ton with a. wallet, with

the. inftial„.., "L.u....", a scrf and cno ot.cr small thin"s.

1-ead b- Kravets in Washini;ton

I.Ukrainian

6-6CdA,;NI.:,T, No. 1,2,),10 for 1965 and -koemo irom Ukraine' in 12/19

Pac: article on the conference of cultural leuaers .eld in kiev
in "Nash:). i.ultura" for 19b).

A few iues of "Letters to Friends".

liakamanny's a/ticle "hen the Two i4, et."

1)zyuba's article in DULLA	 anti Life- L;ivin L rile."

Pliilosaphy of a 13ootlicker from Inf. ljul eLin.

be.Ltr- 	 olif	 c ho maCe Lho 4%evolution."

110,1t	 "..;melensL

7,C.T.49.,4P;aqtP9Pni/*ce..t."

Jaros.	 iliAorioraphy."

	

All ',Li., does no, include the boJks kr. used for hi . .;	 p:Jject.



KrilvtLL

Y. levLlwhenku Aut.JblocrAnly

Pac5telmuk. "iJoctr.)r-Zhivagc"

LCO4 '..L rOtLkj, "1,4 Life".
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IV

BOOKS KR. TO' 	 WITJ HIM TO KIEV 

1. All titles mentioned above (on preceding page).

2. Kravtsiv, ed.: Vyyid Pray Ukrainy 

3. Symoncnko: Dereh Chekan 

4. "The Soviet Empire; a stpdy in discrimination and abuse of power.
Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1965. (ed. by J. Whelan)

5. "Staffing procedures and Problems in the Soviet Union"
US Congress. Senate 'Committee on Government Operations, 1963.

"Scope of Soviet Activity in the United States"; hearing before
the Senate Subcommittee to Investigate Administration of the
Internal Security...':" 1956.

•

7. "Education for Survival in the Struggle Against World Communism"
A symposium prepared for the U.S. Senate Committee on the .
Judiciary. 1962.

8. "Communist Takeover and Occupation of Ukraine"Special Report #4
US Congress. House Select Committee on Communist Aggression. 1955.

9. "Recent Developments in the Soviet Bloo". Report on Hearings
Before the Subcommittee on Europe. US Congress. House Committee
on Foreign Affairs. 1964.

. 10. "Europe's.. Freedom Fighter"--Taras Shevehenko. US Congress.
,	 House Document No. 445. 1960.

r . 11. "Wordsmanship"; Semantics as a Communist Weapon. A study
for the US Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 1961.

12. "The Anti-Vietnam Agitation and the Teach-In Movement"';
The Problem of Communist Infiltration and Exploitation.
US Senate Document No. 72, Committee on the Judiciary. 1965.

"The Techniques of Soviet . Propaganda". A study for the US
Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 1960.

"National Policy Machinery in the Soviet Union." Report
of the US Senate Committee on Government Operations. 1960.

"Contradictions of Communism." Report 4 to the US Senate
Committee on the Judiciary. 1964.

"World Communism"; A study for the House UnAAmerican Activities
Committee. 2 vols. 1960.

Concise Bibliography on the Soviet Union. Prepared by the
• Free Europe , Inc. (Radio Free Europe).

18. Mykhayloy : Moscow Summor (in Ruisian)

19. Alsosome sample issues of pornographic publications

includin0 those on nudism. He said it was for his friends.

/00 . lohvy Wdt410 (..tm wh.11.	 4o p lJ1)1 ,	,144 .0Wocc0 A;444..,,,10

6..


